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MR. DUN: Today is November 1, 2001. The 
time is 740 hours. My name is Richard Dun from 
the New York City Fire Department. 

Q. Working with? 

A. Fabiola Quevedo from the New York City Fire 
Department. 

Q. We are conducting an interview with? 

A. EMT Orlando Martinez, Battalion 4. 

Q. Shield? 

A. 2815 shield number. 

Q. In your own words, can you describe the 
events leading up to the events of September 11, 2001? 

A. Early morning, about 8:40, I was parked down 
at Church and Barclay, regular normal routine, getting 
our breakfast. While inside the deli a few minutes 
later, there was a large explosion. We went outside, 
the building shook we were in, looked up and we saw the 
top half of the World Trade Center on fire. 

My partner ran to the vehicle with me and as 
we were running he called over the air for an explosion 
at the World Trade Center. I'm not sure if it was the 
first transmission, but it was 30 seconds afterwards. 
We were a block away. 


Q. What was your unit designation? 
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A. Unit 01 Adam. 

Q. Tour 2? 

A. Yes, that's our regular unit. We got in the 
vehicle. We drove one block to Church and Vesey in 
front of World Trade Center 5, in between 5 and 4, 
right on the corner. We opened the doors up. As soon 
as we opened the doors up we got overwhelmed by 
patients just coming over to us for help. People were 
bleeding, tripping, minor injuries, some major, we had 
some second degree burns run up to us initially. 

We continued to call for back up. About 4 or 
5 minutes later, we finally got the first back up; that 
was the medics. 

Q. When you first pulled up was there a lot of 
debris on the ground, what was the scene like? 

A. No, no debris. Not where we were at. We 
were parked on Church and Vesey. Later on there was a 
lot of debris, but most of the debris was, I think 
inside the courtyard of the World Trade Center, not so 
much on Church and Vesey, not yet anyway. 

Q. Was there a lot of chaos and panic at the 
time? 

A. Oh, yes. 


Q. People were running -- 
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A. Well, they were running towards us, asking us 
for help, asking us for help, asking us where to go. A 
police officer came up to us in plain clothes and told 
patients in the ambulance -- we were packing the 
ambulance, we couldn't kick anybody out. Usually we 
have a triage outside sitting on the sidewalk. We just 
couldn't stop everybody. He told people in the 
ambulance it was a plane accident. It's nota 
terrorist attack. Once he said that, a few minutes 
later the second plane hit. 

After that everybody -- they didn't believe 
him any more. Some people jumped out of the ambulance, 
some stood inside. Once the second plane hit, the 
shrapnel from either the plane or the building started 
hitting the top of the bus and the area around us. 
Anybody who was near the ambulance ran inside the 
ambulance and ducked for cover. 

We closed the doors. People inside the 
ambulance were screaming. We were trying to calm them 
down, telling them to relax, including my partner. 

Q. What was his name? 
A. EMT Frank Puma. 
He was calm though. For the most part. We 


did our best. About a minute later I told Frank we 


O. MARTINEZ 


have to get out of here. It's not safe to be on this 
corner. So I jumped out of the back, went to the 
drivers seat and put the vehicle in reverse and went 
forward down Vesey Street towards Beekman Hospital. 

We had a second degree burn patient with 
respiratory problems, so we needed to get him out of 
there. For our safety and to just transport at least, 
the busload of patients. 

Q. At this time, both buildings were still 
standing? 

A. Oh, yes. Once we started taking off, I guess 
30 feet in front of us, there was a lady on the ground 
by the curb and she was just waving her arms. That's 
all she could wave. Her legs were crushed. Apparently 
she got hit by part of the landing gear, one of the 
tires of the airplane. There was a large tire next to 
her. 

The person who was next to her, I guess 
worked with her, said something hit her. It may have 
been the landing gear. It was a large piece of metal 
that was so sharp it slit her whole back open, 
buttocks. Her legs were exposed, bones. I told Frank, 
jump out of the back of the bus, get the stretcher. So 


we took the second degree burn patient out of the 
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stretcher, threw him on the bench. We placed him on 
the bench. We took the stretcher out, took the long 
board. 

Q. In your words. 

A. Yes. We boarded her as fast as we could. 
There was nowhere to grab her. She was too slippery, 
so I grabbed the hip bone. That was exposed. We just 
kind of picked her up, put her on the long board and we 
strapped her up, put her on the stretcher and took as 
much flesh as we could. It was just hanging all over 
the place, put it between her legs. Put her in the 
ambulance and rushed her to Beekman. 

From there we dropped off the first seven or 
eight patients. Came out the ER after we dropped 
everybody off. Actually we dropped the first patient 
off, the lady with the -- that got hit with the landing 
gear. When we got back to the ambulance a minute 
later, it was empty, so I guess the doctors outside 
took everybody out of the ambulance. I don't know what 
happened. 

Went back to the ambulance, there were 
purses, wallets, people's personal belongings in the 
back of the ambulance. I grabbed everything I could, 


go into the ER, dropped it off, told the nurses here's 
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everybody's belongings. I guess they sorted it out. 

We cleaned as much as we could, whatever we 
could on the long board, not the long board, the 
stretcher. So we just wiped it down. No sheet. Went 
back over there. Went back to -- we tried to go back 
to Church and Vesey, we knew there were a lot of people 
there, but we saw most of the ambulances going up, I 
believe it was Barclay Street toward West, there was a 
new staging area. 

Dispatch said to go to the staging area, so 
we rediverted to the staging area. 

Q. Buildings are still standing? 

A. Still standing, yes. Very swift, still 
within half an hour, we had to be out there. We 
started going towards the staging area. We got flagged 
down by Hatzolahs. They had critical patients by the 
Church, so we rediverted one block and we treated a few 
more people injured there. Hatzolah had three busses, 
so we let them take care of them. They transported and 
we went back to the staging area. 

We never made it there the first time. We 
attempted the second time. We got there. We parked on 
Vesey and North End, with all the other ambulances. 


Once we parked there, they told us stay by the bus and 
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wait for further instructions. We stayed by the bus 
and waited, and I realized that we had almost nothing 
left in the ambulance. We depleted most of our 
resources. 

I told Frank stay with the bus. I have to go 
to the LSU, Allan Cruz. It was half a block away. I 
said I will be back, don't worry. He goes all right. 
I went over to the LSU, got some water and some more 
supplies, restocked the ambulance. After I got all the 
supplies I started walking back towards the ambulance 
and dispatch on the radio goes everybody run north, the 
building is leaning. So I started running towards the 
bus. I didn't see him. I said maybe he left already. 

So I ran this way towards Stuyvesant High 
School on the right. I went up Vesey, I made a right 
towards Stuyvesant High School. My partner Frank went 
to the left towards the water. He's a good swimmer. 
I'm not. 

They said some people jumped into the water. 
I'm not sure they did. Anyway, I ran to the right. He 
ran to the left. After that I didn't see him for two 
hours after that, maybe an hour and a half. I presumed 
he didn't make it out of there. He presumed I didn't 


make it out of there. 
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Q. This is the first building collapsing? 

A. Right. There was an explosion and after we 
started running, I was able to make it to Chambers and 
West, where I only saw one EMT, EMT Vega. She is new 
here. She was the only EMT I saw from the station and 
with all the cops and everybody else running, rescue 
workers. I grabbed her and I said just stay with me. 
We will try to get out of here. 

So we made it to Chambers and West, which is 
about 4 blocks from Vesey. We stopped, looked up, 
waited a few seconds for further instructions. The new 
staging area was Chambers and West Street at that 
time. We waited there I guess about 10, 15 minutes. 
That's when we heard the building collapse. That's 
when they told us to run again. 

We ran again, up north, as fast as we could. 
We made it to the -- I made it to the St. Vincent's 
garage, I think it's on Vestry. I ran two marathons in 
New York. When you got to run, you run. 

Q. (inaudible). 

A. Yes, it is. We made it up there. Waited for 
further instructions. Nobody knew what was going on, 
nobody knew where to go. They told everybody stay out 


of the World Trade Center area. Don't go back in. 
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It's not safe. So I was looking for my partner about 
an hour and a half. I still couldn't find him. I 
presumed he was missing. He presumed I was missing. 
An hour and a half later an ambulance comes full of 
soot. It's all covered in white and he is in the 
driver's seat. 

Q. Was that your vehicle? 

A. My vehicle, my partner made it out. I don't 
know how he did it, but he did. He was able to get 
out. He had one EMT on the right-hand side on the 
passenger side of the ambulance, D'Angelis. He was 
off, he just came out of his shift, midnight, and I 
guess jumped in the truck and he came down to help. 

Q. who was that? 

A. Actually he came down in his personal vehicle 
to the World Trade Center. D'Angelis. I forgot his 
first name. He came in his personal vehicle. He drove 
to the World Trade Center, parked it by the World Trade 
and started helping out and he met Frank Puma there. 
They both jumped in the vehicle and they drove up West 
Street. I met Frank by the St. Vincent's garage. 

After that we stood there for about, I guess 
another half hour, 40 minutes. Time is a little flaky, 


man. I can't really remember too much. Everything 
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seemed like it went so fast. I guess half an hour. We 
all convened, we all got together. We met everybody we 
could and then started calling the station. Every time 
we saw somebody, we would call the station and we 
started making our list of who saw who. 

Half an hour later they told everybody the 
building's leaning again. Everybody run north. 
Everybody got in their vehicles. My vehicle was packed 
with EMTs and paramedics in the back. Like a can of 
tuna in there. We jumped in the vehicle and we just 
gunned it to Chelsea Piers, the new staging area. That 


was the third one we went to. 


Q. You are talking about the second building 
collapse? 
A. Yes. 


Q. The first building hit? 

A. Right, the first building, it was already 
collapsed and after I guess the second building, they 
told us to start running again. That's when we took 
the ambulance to Chelsea Piers. I'm almost positive. 
I'm not sure. So we are at Chelsea Piers. We parked 
there, just waited for further instructions. We parked 
the vehicle facing south, so I made a U turn. Parked 


by the pier facing south. Went to the nearest officer 
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who was there. The highest rank was a Lieutenant; no 
chiefs, no captains. 

Q. who was that? 

A. May have been. It was a Lieutenant, I think 
Miller. I'm not sure that's his name. I don't know if 
you Know him. Went up to him, saying we are 01 Adam, 
we are here. He goes okay. So we just stood by the 
bus and we just waited. We just walked up and down a 
little bit, staying as close to the bus as we could and 
started looking for our members, anybody we knew. 
That's what everybody was doing, just looking for 
somebody they knew. 

There were too many Maydays already. We 
couldn't get through on the radio. People -- Mayday, 
help, trapped, can't get out. 

Q. But the radios were working? 

A. The radios were working. It was just very 
hard to transmit. 

Q. Anything else? Any other people that you saw 
down by the site, like officers, Chiefs, things like 
that? 

A. Chiefs. I saw Apuzzo, Captain Apuzzo. He 
finally came with a van full of people. 


Q. Was that during the collapse or after the 
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collapse? 

A. That was at -- Chelsea Piers? I believe it 
was at Chelsea Piers. It may have been after the 
collapse. It was probably. That's about it. Most of 
the tour 2 I guess we saw there. Some tour one came 
over that worked the night before and were still 
lingering around came over. Tour 3 came a little bit 
earlier. They showed up. 

That's about it. As far as names and who I 
saw, there was a lot of people. I can't remember 
everybody. That's basically it. 

MR. DUN: At this time the interview is 


finished. It's 755 hours. 


